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relations with the ministers who had violated the law by invit-
ing the Chamber without authority from him. The deadlock
between the Khedive and his ministers continued for a week,
during which time several attempts to change the ministry
failed, as no one would accept office with the military dominat-
ing the Government. At last a deputation from the Chamber
waited on the Khedive and requested him to leave the
ministers in their posts; the Khedive acquiesced and a
reconciliation was effected. The sentence as modified by the
Khedive was published in the official paper and the ministers
professed their loyalty to the Khedive. It was only a short
truce, for England and France were sending to Alexandria an
Allied squadron of twelve battleships, six from each, appar-
ently to watch over the interests of Europeans in the country,
but in reality with the covert intention of intimidating the
military into submission.

The squadron arrived on May 19, a few days after the
reconciliation between the Khedive and his ministers. The
Consuls announced that the visit of the squadron was of a
friendly nature, and a circular was sent to the provinces by the
Government to this effect. Had the squadron included even
one ship flying the Turkish flag the appearance of the fleet
could not have failed to impress the military and the people,
for the military were then playing with fire. They were in
constant" relations with the Porte, and were circulating
throughout the country statements that the Sultan would
never side with the Khedive against them. Unfortunately the
absence of any Turkish force with the Allied squadron threw
the Chamber and the nation into the arms of the military, for
they all then believed that France and England were trans-
gressing the rights of the Sultan and that they were out for an
armed interference in the affairs of Egypt.

Backed by the appearance of the Allied squadron, the
Consuls adopted a menacing tone in their relations with the
Government. On May 25 they both presented what amounted
to an ultimatum in the form of a note in which they set forth
the following demands:

i. That Orabi should leave Egypt retaining his rank and
pay.